Armistice Day (11 November 2018)
On 11 November 2018, 10,000 members of the public had the unique opportunity of taking part in the People’s
Procession marking the centenary since the end of the First World War. The procession was made up of
descendants, family members and members of the public who were selected by ballot.
James Costello, a learner at Birtenshaw College was selected in the ballot and travelled to London with his
Grandfather and two staff from college.
Shortly after the conclusion of the Royal British Legion’s March past the Cenotaph, James, along with his class
teacher, Clare Foster- joined the 10,000 members of the public to walk from St James’ Park, down the Mall and past
the Cenotaph.

Parliament Week (12-16 November 2018)
UK Parliament Week, an annual event aims to engage people from across the UK with Parliament, explore what
Parliament means to them and empower them to get involved.
Whilst James was in London for Armistice Day, he went to see the Houses of Parliament.
During Parliament week learners were set the challenge to make their own models of the Houses of Parliament. Staff
and learners voted on their favourite models.

Joint winners of the Learner vote.

Winner of the Staff vote.

Learner Council Elections 2018
As part of Parliament Week (12-16 November 2018) learners were taught about what democracy means, how
women fought to get the right to vote, who is eligible to vote, general elections, polling stations and campaigning.
Learners who wanted to be part of the Learner Council were supported to promote their campaigns and get other
learners to vote for them. We set up a Polling Station and learners and staff voted for their learner council
representative.

Birtenshaw College welcomed Sir David Crausby, MP for Bolton Norther East, on 16 November 2018. Sir David spoke
about being elected as a Member of Parliament on numerous occasions and his previous roles prior to becoming an
MP.
He presented learners, elected to the Learner Council, with a medal and certificate and later gave them advice and
answered questions over a cup of tea and a biscuit.

