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BIRTENSHAW SCHOOL
The school is divided into class bases with pupils/students grouped according to individual and curriculum needs. Each class has a teacher, NNEB and additional care staff support depending on the particular needs of the young people. The high ratio of staff to children ensures maximum supervision and encouragement for all. As well as group teaching, the school offers individual learning opportunities. Young people benefit from this enormously, learning through experience and sensory exploration as well as direct instruction. Therapy staff work very closely with the teaching and care staff, giving specialist support and frequently working in the classroom setting. Support is also available from our visiting teacher for the visually impaired. The school operates a three-term school year with holiday pattern mainly corresponding to that of other schools in Bolton. This makes home-school links easier, especially with those young people who have brothers and sisters in mainstream schools. The school day starts at 9.00 am and finishes at 3.30 pm. 

The School’s SEN Policy

All the pupils/students admitted to Birtenshaw Hall have a Statement of Educational Needs. In line with current legislation, as detailed in the Code of Practice, all the pupils’/students’ needs are reviewed annually to consider the following: 
The progress made towards meeting objectives specified in the statement. 
The information which the school and other professionals have provided can be used in planning their support for the pupil/student. 
Assessment of the pupils’/students’ progress towards meeting their Individual Education Plan targets agreed at previous Annual Review and to set targets for the coming year. Special provision made for the pupil/student involving National Curriculum and associated assessment and reporting arrangements. 
The continuing appropriateness of the statement in the light of the pupils’/students’ performance during the previous twelve months, any additional Special Educational Need and to consider any amendments/modifications involving the National Curriculum Disapplication. 
Whether the statement is to be maintained. The Children’s Act (1989) requires a six-monthly Looked After Children Review containing an interim report on progress. The curriculum at Birtenshaw Hall aims to meet the individual learning needs of pupils between the ages of three and sixteen. We welcome young people with a range of severe and complex or profound and multiple learning difficulties, in conjunction with physical disabilities, autistic spectrum disorder or severe medical conditions. Our curricular framework offers a broad, balanced and meaningful curriculum for all our pupils. This supports our aim towards an inclusive curricular entitlement.

Our principal aims are to:
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Provide enriching curricular experiences 

Provide age-appropriate contexts for learning

Identify learning objectives appropriate to individual development

Incorporate therapeutic provision into our inclusive framework

Utilise a total communication environment incorporating signs, symbols and tactile cues, alongside spoken language

Employ a consistently applied programme of individually designed behaviour management strategies

We aim to reduce the effects of barriers to learning which have traditionally limited access

We aim to develop and maintain the optimum conditions for learning by:

The provision of therapeutic routines and the appropriate use of positioning and mobility aids

The implementation of strategies that aim to compensate for sensory impairments

The development of partnerships with pupils, parents/carers, fellow professionals and members of the local and wider community

A commitment to interdisciplinary collaboration

Communication forms the basis for development in all areas of the curriculum, and communication skills are fostered across the whole learning arena.

The individual needs of all pupils are supported by all members of staff. Spoken language is used alongside augmentative forms of communication, such as signing and the use of object of reference, photographs and symbols, ensuring a total communication environment. Specialist word processor equipment is also used, under the direction of the speech and language therapist.

English

English encompasses speaking, listening, reading and writing activities. Pupils are encouraged to participate in turn-taking activities, make choices and express preferences. They experience a range of literature including stories and poems with familiar settings, those based on imaginary or fantasy worlds, and those from a range of cultures. Stories, plays and poems by significant children’s authors, or others that are challenging in terms of length or vocabulary, are also enjoyed. Pupils participate in a range of drama activities, including responding to performances. Drama sessions allow pupils to interact with each other and act out situations related to stories, music or sensory experiences. Pupils also participate in activities where writing is used to communicate meaning, for example writing letters home.

Mathematics

The development of numeracy is encouraged through practical activity and exploration which seeks to promote understanding of basic mathematical concepts. Activities include matching, sorting and identifying. Mathematical language is used to develop understanding of concepts such as number, size, shape and pattern. The practical use of money, time and measure is encouraged to develop independent living skills.

Science
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The curriculum provides opportunities for all pupils to experience a wide range of science activities presented in an accessible way for each pupil. Aspects of work related to life processes, materials and physical processes are experienced through sensory exploration, observation, prediction and problem solving.

Design and Technology

Pupils experience a range of construction activities to develop an understanding of structures, materials and problem-solving. Pupils are encouraged to develop and communicate their own ideas.

Through food technology activities pupils experience aspects of food preparation processes, hygiene and safety with many opportunities to make choices and indicate preferences.

Information and Communication Technology

Information technology is used to support all areas of the curriculum. Pupils can access software through switch devices, touch screens and an interactive whiteboard. They can communicate ideas and record work using multi-media computers, which have access to speech, sound and graphics to aid learning.

Humanities

Pupils learn about the passage of time through daily routines, recall events from their recent past using photographs and pictures and use a range of historical sources to help identify differences between ways of life at different times. They explore the local and wider community and experience aspects of other countries and cultures using a range of resources including photographs, artifacts and stories.

Modern foreign languages are accessed through an experiential multi-sensory approach. This allows pupils to gain knowledge and understanding of differences in language and culture through using materials and artifacts associated with places that are socially different from their home environment

Religious Education provides opportunities for pupils to learn about religions through stories, symbols and objects associated with Christianity and other religions represented in the UK. They also learn from religion by becoming aware of things which are special and important to them and coming to recognise things that others feel are important.

Parents have the right to withdraw their children from all or part of any religious activities.

Art and Design

Creative expression is encouraged through exploration of the visual, tactile and sensory qualities of various media including paint, clay and collage materials. Pupils experience using colour, pattern and texture to represent ideas and feelings.

Sex and Relationships Education

All pupils

Music
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Music is used extensively throughout school to improve listening, attention and concentration skills, develop turn-taking and facilitate communication in ways that are not dependent on language. All pupils are provided with opportunities to compose and perform, at levels appropriate to their ability. We have links with mainstream schools who work with our students, for example using the sound-beam. The pupils also attend concerts of various types

Physical Education

Wide ranges of activities are available both on and off the school site. The hydrotherapy pool, with its interactive light and sound effects, is used for individual and group activities, and some pupils also make regular use of a local leisure pool. Other activities include pony-riding, wheel-chair dancing and parachute games.

Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education

In order to prepare pupils for the opportunities of adult life, we continually seek to encourage ‘independence’ in the widest meaning of the word. The PSHCE programme considers such issues as personal independence, self-image, aspects of personal and group responsibility and integration into the community. Pupils are encouraged to develop a sense of their own identity and to consider the importance of inter-personal relationships.

Music

Music is used extensively throughout school to improve listening, attention and concentration skills, develop turn-taking and facilitate communication in ways that are not dependent on language. All pupils are provided with opportunities to compose and perform, at levels appropriate to their ability. We have links with mainstream schools who work with our students, for example using the sound-beam. The pupils also attend concerts of various types

Physical Education

Wide ranges of activities are available both on and off the school site. The hydrotherapy pool, with its interactive light and sound effects, is used for individual and group activities, and some pupils also make regular use of a local leisure pool. Other activities include pony-riding, wheel-chair dancing and parachute games.

Within this ethos we aim:

To continue the education process from school towards adulthood through learning, reinforcement and application of a variety of skills with appropriate levels of support
To further social and emotional development in a wide variety of settings and situations
To develop and encourage self-reliance, initiative, self esteem and confidence
To regard each student as an individual and to develop individual programmes.

To provide a range of community based experiences and activities.

To provide opportunity to consolidate, practice and utilise basic academic skills at an appropriate level, in practical everyday situations.
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To seek to provide some residential experience where the skills of independence, cooperation and communication can be developed
Personal Programme and Activities

Birtenshaw Hall 16+ offers an integrated, student based approach in which personal programmes are devised to suit individual needs and abilities. Most personal programmes will include activities from the following areas.

Daily Living and Life Skills

The acquisition of self-care skills is continually monitored and supervised by care staff with guidance from the occupational therapist and physiotherapist. This includes daily living skills of washing, dressing, bathing etc. Students also take an active role in day-to-day decision making through menu planning, shopping, meal preparation, kitchen hygiene, washing and cleaning activities.

These areas of self-care and life and social skills are an essential core of the 16+ curriculum. In addition to this, relevant areas of Sex and Relationships education are addressed. Much emphasis is also placed on the importance of co-operation within the group situation through group discussion and evaluation activities.

16+ PROVISION

The 16+ provision at Birtenshaw Hall aims to meet the needs of young people between the ages of 16 and 19 with severe and complex or profound and multiple learning difficulties in conjunction with either physical disabilities, autistic spectrum disorder or severe medical conditions. The 16+ unit provides opportunities to develop the skills and knowledge needed to make the transition from school to as independent and meaningful an adult life as possible. Students are expected to take on more adult responsibilities and to move on to post school activities whist operating within a framework that is structured, supportive and challenging.

‘Pupils over sixteen achieve well ... pupils leave school well prepared.’ - (Ofsted)

Continuing Education Skills

Daily living and life skills activities include the skills of basic functional literacy and numeracy as appropriate. The importance of money awareness and handling is taught in real life situations.

Money management sessions include the handling of each student’s own money and in the planning and use of group funds. An understanding of time and timetables is encouraged, as are skills of form filling, letter writing and the use of computer equipment.

College Links

Students benefit from existing college links including an art/ceramics course where they can obtain Manchester Open College certification for the skills they acquire. Also there is a regular attendance at the ‘Looking to the Future’ course at Bolton College where students are able to interact with a larger peer group. Sample sessions ranging from one day to one week are arranged with a local college to experience various vocational and foundation courses as considered appropriate for individual students.

Work Experience





       

       [image: image8.jpg]\(\/

w\ﬁ\r\g 3
scial Nee

o




Work experience placements are arranged with local employers as appropriate. For some students this will provide an opportunity to test their newly acquired skills in real work situations. For others it will provide an opportunity for the student to experience being part of a working group and to further develop relationships and communication skills. Students are supported by 16+ staff, as appropriate, to gain maximum benefit from the work experience placement.

Preparation for Adulthood

Work sessions are arranged with Connexions and Social Services staff in which students are encouraged to address full adult and vocational issues in preparation for post 16+ placements or activities. The group will also discuss aspects of work experience and the issues of appropriate support for those who require it.

Leisure Pursuits

Weekly swimming sessions at a local leisure centre are undertaken. Other off-site leisure pursuits include ten-pin bowling, environmental studies, walking and meals out. Outdoor pursuits include scout camps, visits to outdoor pursuits centres, holidays and educational visits.

Facilities

The 16+ accommodation includes a fully fitted and equipped kitchen, dining facility, ample teaching/working space and a student common room. The students also benefit from the use of general school facilities:

Hydrotherapy/swimming pool

Dark room

Multi-sensory room

Residential accommodation

Accessible vehicles

2 acres of woodland and gardens

Provision for pupils and students with profound and multiple learning difficulties

Pupils and students with profound and multiple learning difficulties follow a multisensory curriculum, which incorporates individual therapy programmes. The curriculum is planned to offer them a broad range of experiences that motivate, stimulate and increase independent communication.

Pupils and students are enabled to interact with the world around them through access to a wide variety of sensory stimuli. In the darkroom and multi-sensory room, pupils and students can activate spotlights, fibre optics, bubble tubes, projectors, fans and music.

Much emphasis is placed on social development, such as turn-taking, sharing and making choices.

Provision for pupils and students with autistic spectrum disorder
Pupils and students with autistic spectrum disorder have difficulties in three particular areas: the forming of social relationships, the development of interactive communication skills and the ability to think and act flexibly. These three difficulties are termed ‘the triad of impairments’ and pupils and students with autistic spectrum disorder require a 
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structured, consistent, systematic teaching approach that addresses all of the difficulties they face. Social interaction is difficult for people with autistic spectrum disorder, so many collaborative learning tasks are replaced by 1:1 teaching. Involvement in pupils’ or students’ ‘particular interest’ activities, such as music, however, does take place in group situations to develop greater social adjustment. People with autistic spectrum disorder have difficulty understanding and using language so information is presented visually, through the use of photographs, symbols, signs or the written word. A ‘minimal language’ approach is also used alongside. People with autistic spectrum disorder have difficulty generalising learning and often learn skills in isolation – skills are therefore taught initially in controlled environments, such as the classroom, and are then gradually re-taught in real-life situations.

Provision for pupils and students with visual impairments
Pupils and students with visual impairments are supported by the services of a specialist teacher for the visually impaired, who visits school each half-term to monitor, evaluate and advise on individual visual stimulation programmes and activities.

Assessment, Reporting and Review
On-going assessment by our multi-disciplinary team ensures that each young person’s Educational, Therapy and Care needs are met.

Individual Educational Programmes covering all aspects of the curriculum are written and revised each term.

In accordance with the Code of Practice, annual review reports are prepared and circulated prior to the annual review meetings. The review meetings examine the appropriateness of the current provision and the Statement of Special

Educational Need and set targets for the future development of the young person. Contributions to annual reviews are sought from parents/carers, pupils themselves if possible, sponsoring LEAS, social services and any other appropriate agency.

In the year following the young person’s 14th birthday a Transition Plan is prepared to begin planning post-school provision. External accreditation is available for 16+ students through AQA. 

Records of Achievement and the ASDAN Youth Award Scheme

All pupils/students receive a Record of Achievement at the end of each school year. We have also recently purchased an accreditation package to improve accreditation opportunities at Key Stage 4.
The development of links with other schools, both locally and nationally.

The revision of our current curriculum, improving policies and schemes of work for all subjects

The purchase of an accreditation package to improve accreditation opportunities at Key Stage 4
The employment of a consultant Ofsted Inspector, ensuring the school is always up to date with the most recent developments in special educational needs
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The development of a school improvement plan to cover the next three years to prioritise action and ensure that our young people receive the very best in care at good value

The introduction of a new programme developing pupils’ cultural awareness through food, art and history etc.
The maintenance of links with the local community and local businesses, combining life skills with experiential learning

Ofsted








       
Staff/pupil relationships:

‘Pupils trust staff and co-operate well.’

‘There are strong relationships between staff and pupils.’

‘The pupils feel secure and happy in their school.’

Curriculum and teaching:

‘16+ achieve well … pupils leave school well prepared.’

‘There are good teaching features … good numbers of support staff and effective teamwork.’

‘The National Curriculum meets pupils’ most important needs and is enriched well.’

Pupils’ personal development:

‘Pupils’ personal development is good … pupils in residence have a busy social life.’

‘The pupils’ behaviour and attitude is good.’

‘Extra-curricular opportunities enrich the students’ awareness of the world.’

Health, safety, care and therapy:

‘Arrangements to secure pupils’ welfare, health and safety are very good.’

‘Staff are well supported by the team of therapists.’

‘There are good links to professionals to contribute to pupils’ well being.’

‘There are high standards of care.’

‘The pupils feel secure and happy in their school.’

Links with parents, carers and the local community:

‘There are good links with the local community.’

‘Parents are very positive about the school; they feel welcome and are kept informed.’

Our most recent Ofsted highlighted these positive features.
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