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What a delightful half term!  In the six weeks since Christmas and despite the snow and cold our young 

people have experienced a very imaginative range of activities.  The highlight was our celebration of the 

Chinese New Year of the Ox.  The young people were involved in making the head and body of a dragon, 

performing a dragon dance, feasting on Chinese food and learning why the Chinese name each year after 

one of the twelve animals.   The festival brought the whole school together recalling the old Chinese prov-

erb ñthe team that celebrates together is a team that prospersò.  On behalf of all the team I hope you enjoy 

reading our school newsletter.  I would also like to thank the team for all their quality work in making learn-

ing fun for all the young people at Birtenshaw.  Richard Jazwinski - Head Teacher 

And finally  

Phone: 01204 306043  
Fax: 01204 602328 

Email: enquiries@birtenshaw.org.uk  
 

We are also on the Web! Please feel 

free to visit our website:                             

www.birtenshaw.org.uk 

How to contact us:  

Up and coming dates ....  
World Book Day - Thursday 5th March, further details to follow after the half term break 

Red Nose Day - Friday 13th March, the theme is Do Something Funny For Money -  we will be    

having a Silly Hair Day!! 

Spring term continues on Monday 23rd February and terms ends on Friday 3rd April 2009 

Summer term begins on Monday 20th April 2009 

School is closed on Bank Holiday Monday 4th May 2009  

Summer half term is from Monday 25th May until Friday 29th May 2009 

Summer term ends on Friday 17th July 2009 

On Monday 26th January we celebrated Chinese New Year.   We all helped to 

make a dragon. We had a procession around school, playing drums and tam-

bourines and it was lots of fun.  In the hall we had a story about how the years 

got their animal names, this year is the year of the ox.  We tasted Chinese foods 

and listened to oriental music. ASD1 class gave everyone a red envelope with 

chocolate coins inside.  ASD 2 & 3 classes gave everyone a bookmark and a 

fortune cookie. 

On Tuesday  27th January the young people 

from PD and ASD1 6th form classes  (James, 

Kelsey, Stephen, Camilla, Matthew, Thomas 

and Imran) went to a Chinese restaurant for 

lunch.  It was a buffet style restaurant which 

meant we could go up to choose our own food 

as many times as we wanted!  We tried a bit of 

everything and even had ice cream for pudding.  

We were so full that we couldnôt do trampolining 

when we got back to school!  Claire Wilkinson - Class Teacher 

Chinese New Year  

On Friday the 13th of February PD1, PD2 and Imran went to Hollywood bowl 
and Pizza Hut on Middlebrook retail park. As part of the moving on curriculum 
the young people are to visit leisure facilities in the local area.  We played in two 
teams : James, Camilla and Kelsey v Imran, Matthew, Thomas and Stephen. 
Camilla was the winner in her team and Matthew was the winner in his 
team.    A great time was had by all. The young people were a credit to the 
school and   after bowling we all had lunch at Pizza Hut, we definitely got our 
monies worth from the all you can eat buffet!!  Leanne Taylor - Teaching        
Assistant 
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This term we are working for Eco-school status.  

We have to identify areas in school which we can 

improve. Ie. more recycling, introduction of        

re-using and energy measures.  We have ap-

pointed a recycling and re-using area and this is 

situated on the ASD corridor.  We have also 

made notices reminding us to switch off lights 

when we leave a room.  Aaron has been helping 

by collecting a bag full of rubbish from a small 

area just outside the school entrance.  Reece 

and Aaron have also been sorting out all the 

things that have been put in our recycling collec-

tion point.   

Aaron Halleron - ASD2 

ASD have been studying the weather and lets 

face it there is no bigger conversation starter! 

ñMorning lovely dayò or ñTerrible weather todayò  

just two of the many comments you will have 

heard over and over again on your travels.  Well 

here in Birtenshaw we have taken it a step fur-

ther and have built our 

own weather stations,  

as part of our humani-

ties, art and science 

curriculum.  We have 

made a rain gauge, 

wind vain, wind chimes, 

weather stock and a 

barometer. So we can 

see the weather in ac-

tion and make a record. 

We donôt profess to be meteorolo-

gists but we had lots of fun making 

them! A daily weather report is 

now on display showing each days 

forecast and temperature.  

We will be 

watching 

and         

recording 

the results from our weather 

stations in the coming 

weeks. Weôll let you know 

about any significant 

changes in the climate!  
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Hail, Rain or Shine 
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How Green are You?  

STOP PRESS !!!  

Breaking  newséé 

On Wednesday 11th February 2009 Birtenshaw 

School was awarded an ñEco-Schoolsò award at 

bronze level. 

The school has been given this award in recogni-

tion of their achievement in working towards a 

sustainable lifestyle.  

Congratulations to all our Young People and staff 

for all their hard work. 

Sorry everyone ï weôre going for silver next! 

Cath Stones - Class Teacher 

 

Birtenshaw  School  

 

important skills of organisation 

and clearing away.  So far 

theyôve made and sampled the 

following; rice crispy cakes, piz-

zas, filled croissants and Mexi-

can fajitas.  

Everyone involved has learned 

new and useful skills as well as 

experiencing the taste and fun 

This half term Food Technology 

has been introduced in to the 

ASD time table. The current 

theme is ófood from around the 

worldô. The young people in the 

ASD department have been 

trying out many new culinary 

skills- chopping, stirring, com-

bining, preparing and the all 

involved in creating your own 

tasty dishes. 
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Congratulations!!   

Hello Hello Hello  

Food glorious food  

 

 
ASD1 had a real fun time finding out the names of 

the planets and creating an eye catching class dis-

play showing the Earth, Sun, Moon and Planets. The 

young people painted, cut out and also helped to put 

up the display, hope you like it! The class have also 

been listening to some classical music, óHolst the 

Planetsô and theyôve watched several video clips of 

outer space which was all very interesting. 

Birtenshaw School would like to give a big welcome to: 

Suzanne Waldram our new School Secretary whom we are sure is going to make life much easier in 

school. 

Rachel Fenwick who has recently started Music Therapy classes in school,  this is personalised for 

each person referred and is very relaxing and therapeutic.  

Richard Rollinson has joined ASD1 as their Teaching Assistant; he brings with him a wealth of knowl-

edge, talent and enthusiasm. Gillian Peak has joined ASD2 as their Teaching Assistant and trans-

ferred from a Lunchtime Assistant .   

Congratulations to Carol Goodman, nee Gannon who got married on Saturday 7th February at Mere 

Hall Register Office! You certainly kept that quiet Carol!!!   

Congratulations Cara Slater, Teaching Assistant on the birth of her son on Saturday 24th January 

2009, Jack 8lb and also to Lindsay McMurray, Childrenôs Residential Care Worker on the birth of her 

son Charlie on Friday 9th January 2009 7lb 12oz - well done. 

Earth and Space  


