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What a delightful half term!  In the six weeks since Christmas and despite the snow and cold our young 

people have experienced a very imaginative range of activities.  The highlight was our celebration of the 

Chinese New Year of the Ox.  The young people were involved in making the head and body of a dragon, 

performing a dragon dance, feasting on Chinese food and learning why the Chinese name each year after 

one of the twelve animals.   The festival brought the whole school together recalling the old Chinese prov-

erb ñthe team that celebrates together is a team that prospersò.  On behalf of all the team I hope you enjoy 

reading our school newsletter.  I would also like to thank the team for all their quality work in making learn-

ing fun for all the young people at Birtenshaw.  Richard Jazwinski - Head Teacher 

And finally  

Phone: 01204 306043  
Fax: 01204 602328 

Email: enquiries@birtenshaw.org.uk  
 

We are also on the Web! Please feel 

free to visit our website:                             

www.birtenshaw.org.uk 

How to contact us:  

Up and coming dates ....  
World Book Day - Thursday 5th March, further details to follow after the half term break 

Red Nose Day - Friday 13th March, the theme is Do Something Funny For Money -  we will be    

having a Silly Hair Day!! 

Spring term continues on Monday 23rd February and terms ends on Friday 3rd April 2009 

Summer term begins on Monday 20th April 2009 

School is closed on Bank Holiday Monday 4th May 2009  

Summer half term is from Monday 25th May until Friday 29th May 2009 

Summer term ends on Friday 17th July 2009 

On Monday 26th January we celebrated Chinese New Year.   We all helped to 

make a dragon. We had a procession around school, playing drums and tam-

bourines and it was lots of fun.  In the hall we had a story about how the years 

got their animal names, this year is the year of the ox.  We tasted Chinese foods 

and listened to oriental music. ASD1 class gave everyone a red envelope with 

chocolate coins inside.  ASD 2 & 3 classes gave everyone a bookmark and a 

fortune cookie. 

On Tuesday  27th January the young people 

from PD and ASD1 6th form classes  (James, 

Kelsey, Stephen, Camilla, Matthew, Thomas 

and Imran) went to a Chinese restaurant for 

lunch.  It was a buffet style restaurant which 

meant we could go up to choose our own food 

as many times as we wanted!  We tried a bit of 

everything and even had ice cream for pudding.  

We were so full that we couldnôt do trampolining 

when we got back to school!  Claire Wilkinson - Class Teacher 

Chinese New Year  

On Friday the 13th of February PD1, PD2 and Imran went to Hollywood bowl 
and Pizza Hut on Middlebrook retail park. As part of the moving on curriculum 
the young people are to visit leisure facilities in the local area.  We played in two 
teams : James, Camilla and Kelsey v Imran, Matthew, Thomas and Stephen. 
Camilla was the winner in her team and Matthew was the winner in his 
team.    A great time was had by all. The young people were a credit to the 
school and   after bowling we all had lunch at Pizza Hut, we definitely got our 
monies worth from the all you can eat buffet!!  Leanne Taylor - Teaching        
Assistant 
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